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Death Penalty
Introduction
A just society is said to be one in which each person is free to live without too much interference from others or to speak their minds about issues. In organizations, we punish people not just because they broke the law but also because it is somehow beneficial. This being punishment discourages people from committing future crimes, so society is improved. One of these punishments used the world over is the Death penalty. The death penalty is also known as capital punishment, is the execution of an offender to death after conviction by a court of law of a criminal offense (Bedau, 1998).  The American Civil Liberties Union argued that the constitution banned cruel and unusual punishment, thus violating it. According to the latest statistics, 58 countries, including the USA, which is believed to be the western economy and human development, still retains it. Some people support that the death penalty helps to prevent crime, which is not the case for me; the death penalty, therefore, does not deter crime.
Death Penalty in the 21st Century
Capital punishment has been retained despite movement towards abolition, and some countries have extended the scope. At least 30 states have made possession and sale of importation of illegal drugs as capital punishment countries such as Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Iran have imposed the mandatory death sentence. Other states impose the death penalty for various crimes such as economic, bribery, public offices, and theft of a large sum of money. Some Islamic countries have certain offenses that are punishable through the death penalty (Bedau, 1998).
In the early 21st century, there have been many capital offenses, but only fewer countries have carried out executions. Fewer states do not allow the execution of minors under the age of 18 when the crime was committed. According to Bedau (1998), the death penalty is prohibited on the minor by the Convention on the Child's Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Although the USA still execute, it has not ratified the Convention on the reservation concerning the death penalty.
Contrast
Innocence
[bookmark: _GoBack]The death penalty disadvantages the innocent. A recent study by Columbia University indicates there many faults that have been made when sentencing people to death (Schabas and Schabas, 2002). For every seven people executed, it was found that one person was convicted wrongfully. In some instances, the death penalty system treats one better if you are rich than when poor and innocent. This result in a large number of innocent people sentenced to death. 
Discrimination
The death penalty has been applied unfairly thus cannot be used. It is discriminatory based on the quality of defense counsel, the county or state in which the crime was committed, or the defendant's race or the victim.
The majority of the victims facing the death penalty cannot afford their lawyers. Therefore, they depend on the quality of the lawyers given by the state who may be paid fewer others lack experience in capital cases hence end up doing incomplete investigations. When a person is represented poorly there high chances of being convicted and given a death sentence. On race, studies show death sentence is more likely to be applied when a black person is murdered than when a white person is murdered. The death penalty is unjust since it values more white lives as compared to black lives. A study of the death penalty in America shows that capital punishment applied was racist (Schabas and Schabas, 2002).
Expensive
The death penalty is expensive because many resources are used as it wastes time, court energy, law enforcers, defense team, prosecuting attorneys, and the courtroom. The death penalty does not prevent crime, rather burdening the criminal justice system. More funds should be channeled into activities that will prevent crime. For example, provide education and jobs.
Arguments in support of the death penalty
Deterrence
According to Bedau (1998), the death penalty helps to prevent possible murders in the future. Society has always used the death penalty to discourage those who may be future criminals from engaging in unlawful acts. The company would use the most substantial sentence, such as the death penalty, to deter murder. Sentencing to death and the perpetrators' execution will make them think twice before murdering since people fear losing their own lives. 
However, there is no enough evidence that the death penalty deters murder more effectively than long term imprisonment. There is no proof that states with death penalty laws have lower crime and murder than countries (Vidmar and Ellsworth, 1973). For example, States in the United Nations that have not applied death penalty laws have lower murder rates than other countries. 
Conclusion
The death penalty is not a deterrent to murder. There is no sufficient evidence. Some states that have applied showed an increase in murder cases, therefore proving otherwise. Capital punishment is expensive; it degrades human value in that even the worst murders should not be deprived of their importance to life. Thus, states should adopt other ways of capital punishment that will not go against an offender's rights.
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